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Open or Close Communion, 

The column* of the Evanuklist having been 
opened for the discussion of the Bubji*et of close 
communion, a brother comes out boldly against 
it. 1 iail to see where any Gospel authoi it y for 
the practice of open communion has been produc- 
ed. I don't think this sentiment prevails to any 
great extent among the Brethren, and the few 
holding thia view ot the eubject that I have cou 
versed with, all betray the fact that they have no 
gospel authority tor it, but it arises from sympa- 
thy or desire to occupy the popular side of this 
question, without regard to what the gospel does 
teach on this subject. But as this is a doctrinal 
question it should be settled by the word of God, 
leaving our sympathies, prejudices, and pre-con- 
ct'ivid, opinions out. 

I am not surprised that there is some diversity 
of opinions upon this important subject, knowing 
that our brotherhood is made up to a great extent 
of persons who came over to us from other denom- 
inations who practice open communion, as it is 
called, or of persons who have not been raited in 
the faith of the Brethren, And now when this 
question is sprung upon us, it is perfectly natural 
that they should at first take that side of the ques- 
tion. And when asked fur a reason for their 
view of the subject, tlie first and only scripture 
offered in support is, "Let a man examine himself 
and so lei him eat," which will nut apply in this 
case at all, as it was addressed to members ot the 
same church, and to such it applies with all its 
, force today, but to no others. This is as clear us 
a sunbeam. It is thought by the advocates of 
open coin in union, that it, will have a tendency to 
induce those who partake with us, finally to unite 
with us in full church fellowship. But this evi- 
dently is a delusion. If they can keep the ordi- 
nances of the Lord's house by coming to our com- 
munion table, they will esse up their conscience in 
that way and stay where they are. But if we 
staud firm and "contend earnestly for the faitli 
onue delivered unto the saints," they will see there 
is no other way of obeying the whole truth except 
by uniting with that chm eh which believes we 
should "declare the whole counsel ot God," and 
"observe all things whatsoever Jesus has taught." 

I believe the only way for the brethren to suc- 
ceed Is to stand square on our principles and not 
compromise the truth tor numbers nor to he pop- 
ular. If we don't do this theie seems to be no 
reason, under the sun, why we should try to main- 
tain a separate existence as a church ; but we 
should at once diaband and go to the various sects 
where we can have our whims fully gratified. 

But we still believe now, as wc did at the Ash- 
land and Dayton Conventions, that there is room 
for a church who take the gospel, the whole gos- 
pel, and nothing but the gospel as its banner, watch 
woid and creed, and in God's name we shall suc- 
ceed. If we practice loose or open communion we 
will next be asked to practice loose Baptism, for 
the people have just as good a right to say how wc 
shall baptize as to say how we shall commune; 
ani if we propose to gratify them in one, to be 
consistant we will have to in the other, and we 
will soon be asked to get off our gospel platform 
and receive members of other denominations into 
fellowship on their single immersion, sprinkling or 
pouring ; and by what stretch of the imagination, 
suppose ye, we can consistently refuse to do boV 
After we have admitted them to the communion 
table with us and thereby taoitlv admitted that 
they are fast as good and sound in the faith as we 
are. I am acquainted with an intelligent lady, a 
member of the Episcopal church, isolated Irom her 
own denomination who wishes to unite with the 
Brethren, but wants to be admitted with her bap- 
tism, and asks why it is that we will admit her to 
our communion table with her baptism and at the 
BJiiie time refuse to admit her into church fellow- 
ship with her baptism. I cannot answer her ques- 
tion intelligently and hold the views of open com- 
muniouists. Perhaps *ome one can tell why we 
will admit a person to all the sacred privileges and 
immunities of the chureh and not at the same time 
admit them to full fellowship. 

If we are open communion in practice we can't 
have good and necessary discipline in the church. 


For example to illustrate : oue ot our brethren turns 
out badly ; he drinks to excess, swears, gambles, 
quarrels and fights. After every means has been 
exhausted to referm and save him to no avail, he 
is finally disowned. He crosses the street and 
unites with a church whose discipline is so loose, 
that he is there held as a member in good standing 
though he still practices those vices, and com- 
munes with that church. If we practice open 
communion be comes and communes with us. 
What are we gaing to do about it ? Let him ex- 
amine himself and so let him eat? If so, why did 
we disfellowehip him ? 

I_ do n't believe in open communion. No on e 
jioes- None who call themselves open couunjnq - 
h mists will commune with t ,hfl TJni verbal iat.n, Mnr- 
mans or Roman Catholics. 

_Ldon.'t believe in close eompinnion j that js, not 
allo w any to e omiaune e xcept they are members ot 
ojjr own church . I believ e in restrict ed communio n 
and the r estriction s shoul d be a compliance with 
the ^gospe l jne-rggui&itiUi. Faith, repentance and 
baptism by trine immersion, followed by a holy 
and blameless lifa; ''walking in newness of life." 

But says one it is the Lord's table, and we have 
no tight to say who shall not approach it I say 
if it was our table we would have the right to in- 
vite any one and every one. As- it is the church 
certainly has the right to guard the institutions 
and ordinances of the Lord's house against intru- 
ders and those who would desecrate them , and at 
the same time t?ach all how they may become 
scripturally entitled to all the privileges and immu- 
nities of the chureh. If this is not so then I fait 
to see the missioa of the chureh of the Brethren. 

This? brings me to notice the scriptural authority 
tor my views, for after all, this important question 
must bo settled by the gospel, if settled rightly. 
If I were to let my feelings of sympathy predom- 
inate, then I would have to take the other sicfc of 
this question ; but we must not let our feelings get 
away with our jndgment and respect for God'B 
word, for the creed of the Brethren — the word of 
the Lord as given to us by the great head of the 
church, must settle the question and we, his chil- 
dren must b«w in humble subm'ssion. Jude says 
we must "contend earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered unto the saints," Paul says we "must ex- 
amine ourselves whether we be in the faith," 
"sound in faith," &e. He also says, (, wc should 
keep the ordinances as they were delivered unto 
us." Unchanged and in their proper order no 
doubt is what is meant. Jesus commissioned his 
apostles to go and teach all, nations baptizing them 
in the name ot the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them, (those who have been 
thus taught and thus baptized,) to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you. The 
communion is one of those things. From this it 
is as clear as light that un baptized persons have 
no right to the communion table. This is settled 
beyond the possibility of a doubt. v 

The next and only question to be settled is what 
constitutes gospel baptism. I think we are a unit 
upon this, that nothing but trine immersion will 
fill the bill. This being so, do we not really admit 
un baptized persons to the communion table when 
we practice open communion ? And according to 
the commission, are we not first to teach and bap- 
tize them ? 

I now leave this subject for further develop- 
ments. I hope wc shall get at the truth of this mat- 
ter by and by. 

James A. Ridenour. 


Three Fathers. 

Balarmine : "He who refuses to receive the 8a- 
cred Scriutures as tin- most certain rule of faith is 
the most consumate of fools — stultissimni. Their 
supreme authority has been consented to and ad- 
mitted by all nations for many ages, and that they 
are certain, and most true, is known from their 
containing no human inventions." 

Chrysostom : "Ignorance of the Scriptures is the 
cause of all evils. To be convenent with the Word 
is a powerful defence against sin ; but ignorance of 
the Scriptures is a deep precipice, a dark and pro- 
found gulf ; it gives birth to heresies ; and it 
gives rise to the corruption of all morals," 

Tlrtullian : "I adore the plenitude of the Scriptur- 


es. Let this man (Hermogenes) show that it 
(the sentiments contended for) is i n the Scriptures, 
if not in the Scriptures, let him fear the curse 
directed against those who add or diminish ! 

So I would ask (Hermogene>) where in God's * 
Word are we commanded to go to New York, to 
Cincinnati, or even Ashland, Ohio to hold a con- 
vention, whether by the clergy alone, or in com- 
pany with delegated ecclesiastics, in order to know 
the concentration of arrangements — that is to know 
how we should sing, preach or pray, a la mode I 
— in the fash ion ! — in the form of the concentration ! 
— that is in uniformity ! — or, in a word, in order 
to know how to outwardly carry or behave our- 
selvea in the things of God. 

I will venture the assertion that if a convention 
is held at Ashland, Ohio, the only question that 
can be asked of vital importance. Will be, how * 
may we beet find, or make, or improve opportuni- 
ties of ourselves, or best serve and minister unto 
others. Therefore (Hermogenes) will scarcely 
know how to make such inquiries. 

If we grant that (Hermogenes) can set up a 
concentration of arrangements, a uniformity : than 
His convention, must shine as a central sun, or be 
as the center of influx to the entire Brethren Church, 
as a grand luminary by the light of which all 
should walk uniformly : Dear Brethren a concen- 
tration of arrangements may be very beneficial : a 
convention may do much good, but it may in the 
end prove to be like bishop's calves, destitute of ( 
horns — apparently harmless and inoffensive at 
first ; or like things written with a pencil on. a 
slate, which every man of the Brethren Church 
might obliterate and expunge with impunity. But 
let us remember the bishop's calves in process of 
time become downright pap d bulls, 

T. E. Davis. 

Junction City, Kan., Sep. 13th, 1886. 


A Convention. 

Dear Brethren : let us have a convention to 
more fully complete the organization. While 
there may be some churches that may be well or- » 
ganined and don't feel the need of a convention, 
others may feel differently. The different ideas that 
have sprung up, such as communing with other 
denominations, I agree that it can not benefit the 
church in any way and desire that the church * 
might be spared such results. Would it not be a 
departure from what the brethren have always 
taught? 

Now brethren we claim the Bible alone, and 
other denominations claim the Bible for their stand- , 
ard also ; and see how we differ in our opinions. » 
I believe we should have a better understanding 
as to what is Bible. So that the brethren in Christ 
or any one else might know where to find us that * 
wish to join with us. And another thing is the 
missionary cause. It seems to suffer for want of 
a better system for carrying on the work. There 
are isolated' members and places where the gospel 
should be preached, and provisions made to sup- 
port the cause. 

Samuel H. Hill. 

Olathe, Kan. 


At the residence of Samuel J. Llchty. S miles south ot Waterloo, 
Iowa, by Rev. 5, H. Baslior, August IBth, Mr. Peter Kolp and 
Miss Frankle K. Banister, botli of Black Hawk Co. 

At Hudson, Iowa, Se|>. 10th, by Rev. R. Garton, Mr. Martin 
Deit/. and Miss Ella Shaffner, both of Black Hawk Co. 

At Hudson, Iowa, Sep. 10tb, by Rev. S. II. Bash or, Mr. Joseph 
M. SI usher and Miss A lid a M. Mnlynere, butli of Black Hawk Ct. 


Foiid— Milton Ford was born July 4. 185u, and died Sept. 8, 
1B88, aged 30 years, i months, and 2 days. He died of typbo— 
malarial (ever. He was not a professor of religion. Funeral 
services by A, A. Cobar. 

Le£i>y— Bro. Elijah I.eedy.of Montevallo, Missouri, Sep. 2nd, 
after a brief illness, aged 35 years. Funeral services by Elder 
Glover. 

Chesman— lu North Solomon Church, .Sister Jessie Chessman, 
died Sep. 7, 1BH0. Age, 23 years, S months, and 8 days. This 
Sister was baptized when she was about 13 years old and lived a 
devoted life until trouble anil division came. But still continued 
to fellowship all, and was loved by all them that knew ber, but 
she did not identify herself with other churches until the day on 
which she died, when she was received Into the Brethren Church, 
and was anointed by the under- slgued and assisted by Elder L. L . 
Leraw, of the O. G. B. Church. Funeral services by the same. 
Text. Luke 23 : 26: "Weep not for me." 

D. 0. URL' HHAL'll l! . 

Portia, Kan. 


